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^Kiah +Brian

letter from
tHe eDitorS

Living the lifestyle of Editor in Chiefs, we have come to realize that our 
lifestyle is not that of a regular college student. Every week is a contrast of 
classic college town spirit, mixed with a full social calendar of an average 
New York City fashion editor.  A perfect example being writing this letter 
from a popular college student pool hall, adult beverage in hand. On an 

average week, Brian is off planning photo shoots while I am editing articles, 
all in-between our multitude of class projects (I can tell you now that no 

class project can compare to the time dedicated, or experience acquired 
producing The Fashion Report every semester). Unwinding on the weekend 

involves both of us off to photo shoots in Estes Park, attending Denver Fashion 
Weekend, or producing fashion shows in Loveland. 

Our routine is that of contrast, and our goal is experience in an industry 
where the content of your resume is the ultimate validation. Being present 

in our college town vibe and the fast paced lifestyle of the fashion world is a 
rare experience and fantastic paradox we both acknowledge gratefully.  

It’s all happening! 

Have you noticed the new signature on this Letter from the Editor? I am proud to introduce to you 
Brian Guiducci as our new Co-Editor in Chief. This past semester, I brought on Brian as my right hand 
man for the Fashion Report. Brian’s contributions to the fashion industry in northern Colorado have 
not gone unnoticed, as he regularly is the first person businesses turn to when producing fashion 
shows and photo shoots.  Running a fashion publication while being in school at Colorado State 

University often requires me being in two places at once. Throughout our many projects over the 
past year, Brian and I have grown to share a brain; allowing me to actually be in several places at 

once, manage our growing staff, and produce an epically stylish publication. 

-Kiah Kristine               
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Q: Who are your style icons or inspirations?

A: My grandma! She is obsessed with the Victorian 
era. She is always completely put together and 
carries herself in such an empowering way, which I 
have a great appreciation for. She is always giving 
me ridiculous style tips too, like never wear a belt 
and shoes that don’t match, and if you have a bag, 
make sure that matches as well.

bQ: How has your style evolved or changed over the 

years?

A: I have always enjoyed the 50s era, but maybe 
wasn’t always comfortable enough with myself to 
take very many risks with my fashion until later on. 
I use my style as a way of expressing myself now, 
I am more comfortable and able to take risks with 
what I wear.

Seven 
MinuteS
in Heaven

                 by Karli Beedle

Full time student here at Colorado State 

University and part time barista, Abigail 

0F'RQDOGbLV�D�&RORUDGR�QDWLYH�ZLWK�KHU�RZQ�
unique style, a knack for seeking out thrift store 

treasures, and putting together fun 50’s inspired 

RXWͤWV��$ELJDLO�LV�JHWWLQJ�UHDG\�WR�JUDGXDWH�
this semester, with not one, but two degrees 

LQ�(QJOLVK�DQG�6SDQLVK��6KH�ORYHV�GULQNLQJ�DQG�
making coffee, hanging out with her dog, and 

KHOSLQJ�RWKHUV��:H�UHDOO\�ORYHGbJHWWLQJ�WR�WDNH�D�
SHHN�LQVLGH�KHU�FORVHW�
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bQ: Where do you usually shop?

A: Well the shopping in Fort Collins isn’t the greatest, but I love 
thrifting. I like going to places like the Buffalo Exchange, Repeat 
Boutique, or Habitat for Humanity.

b4��:KDW�KDV�EHHQ�\RXU�EHVW�WKULIW�VWRUH�ͤQG"
A: My glasses, I found them at Habitat. They had a great frame 

and I just had to take them in to my eye doctor to get the right 
prescription.

bQ: Is there one piece of clothing or accessory in your closet that is 

your favorite, or has special meaning to you?

A: My rings are really important to me, I wear them every day. This 
one my mom made for me out of an old piece of silverware. And 
this one my mom actually gave to me too, it was a ring that she 
had received as a gift from a boy a long time ago.

4��+RZ�GR�\RXU�GD\�WR�GD\�ORRNV�GLIIHU�IURP�RXWͤWV�\RX�ZHDU�IRU�
special RFFDVLRQV"b

A: I feel like day-to-day I am influenced by the 50s but I like to 
change it up sometimes too, it depends on my mood. When I get 
GUHVVHG�XS�IRU�DQ�HYHQW�RU�VRPHWKLQJ�WKRXJK��,�OLNH�WR�JR�IXOO�UHWUR�b

4��:KDW�LV�WKH�FUD]LHVW�SLHFH�RI�FORWKLQJ�WKDW�\RX�RZQ"b
A: I found this crazy jacket at a thrift store once. It is a Junior 

Deputies jacked that is monogramed and has a big horse image 
on the back. The thing about it is that it has the name Sally 
embroidered on it, which has to be the 
former Junior Deputy that it belonged 
to, I’m actually kind of self-conscious 
about wearing it sometimes.

Q: Do you have any key pieces that you 

ͤQG�yourself wearing constantly?

A: My brown cardigan and my sandals are 
always my go to pieces, I love them, but 
they are getting a little worn since I do 
ZHDU�WKHP�VR�RIWHQ��b

bQ: What are 5 pieces of yours that 

\RXbFDQ̵W�live without?

A: My glasses obviously, my rings, a plain 
black dress, a good pair of jeans, and 
scarves, you can never have too many 
scarves.
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Here at CSU we recognize that we have many interesting 
assets to our university: a bar on campus equipped with a 
variety of brews, Temple Grandin, a world known doctor of 
animal science, a surrounding town infused with authentic 
eateries and unique cuisine, and a truly scenic campus. 

But what some may not realize is the one-of-a-kind mix we 
have within students from all over the country, which in turn, 
brings in a genuine mix of styles from each place we come from. 
From the sandals and t-shirts of the west coast to the Sorrel 
boots and Patagonia jackets from the northern states, this 
campus gets really ‘colorful’.

The other day I was walking through the Oval, and I kid you 
not, I could have spun three hundred and sixty degrees and I 
might as well have traveled across the country. (Keep in mind 
it is almost mid October) I see jean shorts with sandals and a 
Colorado State hoody, a floral cap-sleeved dress with a pair 
of Chuck Taylor Converses, a trench rain coat with a black 
mini skirt and a sweater, and a leather jacket with white cuffed 
jeans and a baseball jersey underneath. Talk about on-campus 
diversity- we practically have the equivalent of a thrift store! 
Such variety. 

It’s funny because a lot of people think that Colorado already 
has a semi preconceived stereotype of being ‘outdoorsy’ and 
to an extent, it is ‘outdoorsy’ but that is not all that it is. We’re 
a mix of all the coasts, the slopes, and the landlocked places in 
this great country.

Let’s break down trends from coast to coast that blend up 
here. The students who come from the west coast tend to be 
a tad more casual but bold. For example, they’ll be sporting 
a t-shirt but it will be a big t-shirt, or a really epic t-shirt. 
And maybe some roughed up jeans and most likely, sandals. 
I’m calling out my friend Michelle Rushton on that sandals 
comment. Or the favorite, some I’m-prepared-snow-boots. The 
students who come from the east coast will tend to have a little 
ELW�PRUH�RI�D�WDLORUHG�ͤQLVK�WR�WKHLU�ORRNV��XVXDOO\�,�VHH�D�EOD]HU�
over a simple top and jeans or slacks or a really pretty wool coat 
with large buttons. 

What meets directly in the middle of both of these opposite 
coasts, not just our lovely state of Colorado, but the need to 
come to terms with changing a few of these style habits to 
satisfy our rollercoaster-like weather. Fact of the matter is, when 
it’s below freezing, snowing, or scorching hot even, we adapt 
to Colorado and dress for this state, while letting our coastal 
habits fall to the waist side.

fresh breath of em
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Maybe it is because we see the fattening up of the 
numerous squirrels that litter campus that makes 
XV�WKLQN�WKDW�ZLWK�WKH�RQVHW�RI�ZLQWHU�RXU� �ͤWQHVV�
regimen can just blow away with the arctic breeze that 
permeates around us. Or maybe it’s the fact that we 
know that for the next few months we will be wearing 
oversized and bulky clothing all day, every day, so 
what’s the big deal if we gain a couple pounds? Either 
ZD\�LW�VHHPV�WKDW�ZLWK�WKH�DUULYDO�RI�ZLQWHU�DUH� �ͤWQHVV�
goals go out the window. But there is no reason for that 
to be the case, in fact there are many available outdoor 
activities around Fort Collins that don’t just get your 
heart rate up, keep your weight down but are also fun! 

2QH�RI�WKH�WRS�ZD\V�WR�VWD\� �ͤW�GXULQJ�WKH�ZLQWHU�LV�WR�
go snowshoeing (there are a lot of very scenic trails in 
and around Fort Collins) which is a lot like hiking; the 
only real difference is that you do it in the winter when 
there is an ample amount of snow on the ground and 
your shoes are a lot heavier, which means you get a 
better workout. Another great winter outdoor activity is 
cross country skiing which is both a great upper body 
and lower body workout that really gets your heart 
UDWH�XS��/DVWO\��WKH� �ͤQDO�JUHDW�ZLQWHU�RXWGRRU�DFWLYLW\�LV�
to go for either a run or a walk on the multiple biking 
paths that loop around Fort Collins. yes I know this 

how to 
Stay fit in tHe Winter

by Madalyne Staab

doesn’t sound that enjoyable, especially on those 
freezing cold days. But going for a run in the winter 
KDV�D�ORW�RI�DGGHG�EHQH �ͤWV��EHVLGHV�WKH�JUHDW�FDUGLR�
workout. Running when the air is cool allows you to 
actually breathe in fresh air, instead of the stagnant air 
that is all around us once the temperatures drop, which 
keeps you a nice and healthy. Running in the snow 
makes your legs work harder which gives you an even 
better boost in the calorie loss department while toning 
your entire lower body. Running and walking are also 
great de-stressors and have been shown to release 
endorphins which in turn make you happy! 

The great thing about all of these activities is that 
they are relatively cheap; especially running and 
walking. And even the outdoor activities that do require 
some added equipment can be found at discount 
stores, and even the thrift stores for a great low price.  

So though Mother Nature may decide to dump feet 
of snow down on us, or make it so it is unbearably 
cold outside, there are still plenty of outdoor options 
WR�SDUWDNH�LQ�WR�NHHS�\RXUVHOI� �ͤW�DOO�ZLQWHU�ORQJ��6R�WKH�
question is would you rather come out of “hibernation” 
next spring looking like a stuffed squirrel or would you 
rather come out looking like you are already prepared 
for swimsuit season?!   

myrockymountainpark.com
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McKenna Elise

$WWHQWLRQ�DOO�&68�VWXGHQWV̿�:*61�KDV�ͤQDOO\�
made its way onto campus! A lot of you may be 
wondering what that is; simply put, it is the world’s 
leading trend forecaster used by businesses for 
everything from apparel to interiors, prints to 
beauty, and so much more. It was launched in 
1998, and now provides analysis to the largest and 
most influential business including Puma, Target, 
7RPP\�+LOͤJHU��*XHVV��DQG�([SUHVV��

CSU students now have access to WGSN and 
we need to take full advantage of this amazing 
UHVRXUFH��(YHQ�WKRXJK�:*61�RIIHUV�D�VLJQLͤFDQW�
discount for education institutions, the price for 
subscription is still a hefty one that the library 
might not be willing to keep renewing unless 
they see a substantial use of this resource.  This 
is where all of you come in. Carol Engel-Enright, 
one our fabulous professors in the Apparel and 
Merchandising Program, along with many others, 
worked very hard in order for us to have access to 
WGSN. The least we can do to thank her is to be 
constantly logging on and using WGSN in order 
to increase the usage. This will help convince the 
OLEUDU\�WR�UHQHZ�WKH�VXEVFULSWLRQ�IRU�ͤYH�\HDUV��
instead of the one-year, probationary subscription 
we are currently on. Not only will WGSN elevate the 
reputation of this university as a whole, it will keep 
you one step ahead of the trends and give you a 
competitive edge in the professional world after 
graduation. Treat it like your morning newspaper. 
Get excited. Get exploring. 

WGSn

Here’s how to access WGSN:
̽�*RRJOH�&68�/LEUDULHV
̽�&OLFN�RQ�WKH�ͤUVW�OLQN
̽�7\SH�LQ�:*61�LQWR�WKH�VHDUFK�EDU�RQ�WKH�
   CSU libraries  page
̽�7KHQ�&OLFN�̸$FFHVV�2QOLQH�9HUVLRQ̹�QH[W�WR�:*61
̽�,W�PD\�DVN�\RX�IRU�\RX�IRU�\RXU�H,'�DQG�H3DVVZRUG�
   since this service is only available for CSU students.
̽�%22.0$5.�WKLV�SDJH�
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spark your DarK

Leopard Collar Jacket - $39.80, Forever21.com
Green Short - $15.80, Forever21.com

Bracelets -  $5.95, H&M.com
Earring - $5.95, H&M.com
T-Shirt - $9.95, H&M.com

Pumps - $39.95, H&M.com
Boots - $49.95, H&M.com
Vest - $32.80, Forever21.com
Coral Shorts - $39.95, Pacsun.com
Compiled by Taylor Huntington
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Monday… there is no one word to describe it. You all know what 
I am talking about, the start of yet another week of essays to be 
written and exams to be taken. But taking some time to cuddle up 
and watch a movie or TV show with your significant other makes 

the rest of the week seem a little more bearable. 

Movie MONDAy
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Date   night
Styled with products from

Well here you have it…your official guide for a date 

night in Fort Collins. We’ve scoured Old Town and found 

some of the best local restaurants and venues. Whether 

you’re nervously getting ready for that first date, or 

trying to spice up your current relationship, choose a day 

of the week and try out one of these ideas. 

Patterned Flares -$39.50
Black Crop Top - $22.50

Earrings - $8.50
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Black Leggings - $12.50
Tribal Print Sweater - $59.50
Knit Scarf - $18.50
Tote Bag - $49.50
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Doing homework together 
is a brilliant way to spend 
time with someone, while 

still getting something 
accomplished. There are a 

plethora of coffee shops in 
Old Town, but the Starry 

Night was our favorite. The 
cozy setting is the perfect 

place for a study date. 
Often, the Starry Night has 

live music featuring local 
artists, which generates a 
creative environment that 

may help you overcome that 
writer’s block.   

Trivia
TUESDAy
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It’s the middle of the week and you are 
sick of doing homework; so spontaneously 

call up that special someone and do 
something active and playful.  Hit up 

Chipper’s Lanes for a game of bowling and 
make a bet; for example, the loser has to 

buy a dinner. 

W himsical
WEDNESDAy
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Skinny Jeans - $70.00
Bracelet - $12.50

Blouse - $34.50
Scarf - $18.50
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Every woman loves to occasionally 
get dressed up and go out on a nice 
date. So for a Thursday night, take a 

little extra time getting ready and treat 
you and your partner to a somewhat 

formal dinner at The Mainline. This 
recently opened restaurant, on the 
west side of College Avenue, offers 

both an upstairs for a more casual bar 
setting, along with a downstairs that 

is perfect for a more formal dinner. Their 
menu prices are reasonable for college 
students and if anything, just have a 

meal filled with their desserts, they are 
phenomenal.  We highly recommend the 
Mason Jar Banana Pudding or the Pinot 

Noir Poached Pear with a flourless 
chocolate cake and candied pecans.  

Tasty
THURSDAy

Dress - $39.50
Black Blazer - $39.50

Necklace - $14.50
Bangles - $18.50



The weekend is here. You 
made it and deserve a night 

out on the town. Lucky 
Joe’s is a favorite bar among 

students of legal drinking 
age here at CSU. The peanut 
shells scattered across the 
floor creates a rustic vibe. 

This presents an opportunity 
to sport that edgy outfit 
you’ve wanted to try out. 

Final ly
FRIDAy

18
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Leather Moto Jacket - $79.50
Fringe Tank Top - $24.50

Studded Crossbody Bag - $44.50
Leather Shorts - $39.50

Rings - $8.50/$12.50
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High-waisted Skirt - $49.50
Bracelet - $34.50

Blouse - $39.50
Crop Top - $28.50

Ring - $12.50
Cutout Clutch - $39.50
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Gatsby, Gatsby, and more Gatsby. 
The roaring twenties have made a 
comeback. Social, an upscale bar in 
old town, is proof of this.  For a bar 

with a little more class and elegance, 
Social is the first place that comes 
to mind. So play dress up and take 
a time machine back to when big 

pearls and big parties were an every 
evening occurrence.    

Social
SATURDAy
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Everyone loves the Broncos. We love 
our orange and blue, and most of all, our 
beloved Payton Manning. Coopersmith’s 
Pub, located in Old Town Square, is the 
place to be on a Sunday for watching 

the Bronco’s game. The exciting 
environment and fabulous food (we 

recommend the Homemade Spicy Black 
Bean Burger) is a great idea for a relaxed 

date. A game of pool may be a great 
option if it’s that awkward first date. 
It takes off the edge and allows room 

for some friendly competition.  

Sporty
SUNDAy
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 This season’s Denver Fashion 

Weekend (known as DFW) took 

place at City Hall Amphitheater on 

Saturday, November 9th in 

downtown Denver. 

  The show included a wide range 

of apparel products from both 

local designers and boutiques. 

Some of the highlights included 

brands such as Equilibrium, 

Kotomi Yoshida and A Tsaga Furs. 

When asked why she chose the 

wolf as an overarching theme in wolf as an overarching theme in 

her line, Equilibrium owner 

commented, “It was to advocate 

for wolves because they need 

more love. We don’t  treat them 

well.”  Kotomi Yoshida shined  

with their Japanese military

inspired menswear jackets and A 

Tsaga Furs were an overall crowd 

favorite showing a wide variety of 

fur coats and vests.

  An exciting part of this years 

show was the energetic and wildly 

entertaining DJ. 303 Magazine 

had brought in Lindsay Luv, who is 

best known as the DJ for the 

Victoria Secret’s Fashion Show. 

  Although logistical issues 

caused the show to be over 2 

hours late, the general crowd 

consensus favored the first night 

of DFW over the second night’s 

event.  303 magazine hosts DFW 

two times a year for both the 

fall/winter and spring/summer fall/winter and spring/summer 

season.
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Garbarini opened more than 25 years ago in Denver’s Larimer Square 
and eventually moved to Cherry Creek North.  Garbarini specializes in 

fashions and shoes and have recently added gifts and accessories.  Gar-
barini carries a large array of designers that they are proud to feature as 

part of their brand.

Collections:  

BCBG, Nicholas K, Rachel Zoe, Isabel de Pedro and many more

Sportswear and Denim:

Hudson, Velvet, 7 For All Mankind, Muubaa, Gimos

Shoes:

Donald J Pliner, Stuart Weitzman, Fermani, Joie, Coclico

Handbags and Accessories:

George, Gina and Lucy, Rebecca Norman, Giles & Brother

Gifts:

Tokyo Milk, Seletti, Global Views, Arteriors, Lazy Susan

designer profile
GARBARINI BOUTIQUE

Career and Brand
̽�)RFXV�RQ�QH[W�VHDVRQ̵V�ORRNV��FRORUV�DQG�styles

̽�6WRUH�LV�VHHQ�DV�D�FUHDWLYH�RXWOHW
̽�6WULYH�WR�KHOS�FXVWRPHUV�SXW�WRJHWKHU�D�VWXQQLQJ�

wardrobe

̽�/DUJH�PL[�RI�PHUFKDQGLVH
̽�0XVLF��YLEH��DQG�DPD]LQJ�HPSOR\HHV�KHOS�WR�PDNH�
H[SHULHQFH�SHUIHFW�DQG�LQ�WKH�PRRG�WR� �ͤQG�\RXU�EHVW�
fashion

̽�4XDOLW\�RYHU�TXDQWLW\
̽�'HVLJQ�LV�NH\��&XW��)DEULF��)ORZ��7H[WXUH
̽�)DVKLRQ�IRUZDUG��HFOHFWLF��JRUJHRXV�DQG�IXQ

www.garbarinishop.com/the-shop/

Stephanie Bowles
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,W̵V�WKDW�WLPH�RI�\HDU�DJDLQ��7KH�H[FLWHPHQW�RI�WKH�ͤUVW�
snowfall has worn off. Our noses are irritated and itchy, 
and we are all wondering when this winter wonderland 
will melt away and allow us to shed our layer upon layers. 
Our summer favorites still hang in the closet because the 
thought of packing them away till spring time is unbearable.  
But what if you didn’t have to wait till warmer weather to 
sport that crop top you couldn’t get enough of? Well luckily 
for you, we compiled four looks, along with a few styling 
tips, which will help you quite literally put a spring in your 
step this winter. 

We all know that living in Colorado gives us a different 
GHͤQLWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�̸FROG̹��$Q\�GD\�ZKHUH�WKH�
WHPSHUDWXUH�LV�DERYH�ͤIW\�ͤYH�GHJUHHV�RU�VR��VKRUWV�DUH�
bound to be spotted around campus. But let’s be honest, 
for us women, jean shorts during the colder months may 
be pushing it. However, if worn with tights or leggings 
underneath, the look is transformed. Balance the shorts 
by layering flannels on top along with a scarf and you’ll 
have a look that is cozy, comfortable, and most importantly 
appropriate for this time of year.  

Two words…Crop Tops. We saw them all over the place 
this summer, and the trend lives on as it made a dashing 
appearance on the runway for the Spring/Summer 2014 
shows during NyFW. It even was spotted on the runway 
at Denver Fashion Weekend.  But how do you solve the 
problem of wearing a crop top in the winter? Throw a 
classic cardigan over your crop top with a pair of jeans 
DQG�FRPEDW�ERRWV�IRU�D�ODLG�EDFN�EXW�IDVKLRQDEOH�RXWͤW�IRU�

doing homework with friends or date night at the Alley Cat. 
Or, if you are feeling a bit daring, replace the cardigan with 
a leather jacket (moto style is popular this season) for an 
edgy look suitable for a night out on the town.    

Now, how would you go about sporting that flowing 
mini-skirt when, baby, it’s cold outside? The staple to every 
fall season, an oversized sweater, is the answer. Throwing 
an oversized sweater over your skirt creates a preppy look 
which was a reoccurring trend in the Spring/Summer 2014 
VKRZV����7R�ͤQLVK�LW�RII��VOLS�RQ�D�SDLU�RI�WLJKWV�DQG�VRPH�
booties. For a day to night look, switch out the booties with 
simple black heels; add a necklace, and your ready to go.  

Most of all during the winter, your favorite summer 
sundress taunts you every time you open your closet.  So 
go ahead, take it off the hanger, and wear it with some knee 
high riding boots and some boot socks that peek out at the 
top of the boot. This look can either be worn with tights or 
leggings, depending on the weather. Layering a cardigan 
over can also add extra warmth and style.  I know all of us 
are getting by on a college budget, so if you’re looking for 
an alternative to the expensive boot socks often found in 
boutiques, try an old pair of soccer socks, or even venture 
RXW�WR�WKH�GROODU�VWRUH�DQG�VHH�ZKDW�\RX�FDQ�ͤQG���

Tactful layering is key, as always. As I like to say, if it 
feels a little weird or a little off, you are most likely doing it 
right. Be creative with your combinations, daring with your 
decisions, and you might just surprise yourself with the 
SHUIHFWO\�XQH[SHFWHG�RXWͤWV�\RX�FUHDWH���
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October 31st, and on my steps 
were puffy dresses, pink, and long 
wigs. By this time it was predict-
able: little girls who, for one night, 
could be anything, and chose to 
princesses. As an accused ‘bra 
burning feminist’, I held out the 
assorted kit-kats with an over-
whelming feeling: How could we 
let this happen? 

As theorized by sociologist 
George Herbert Mead, our identity 
or ‘self’ as individuals is a social 
emergent where in we conform 
to the behavior that is perceived 
as valuable by the ‘generalized 
other’ or  consensus of society.  It 
was exactly that which made the 
princesses at my doorstep so dis-
turbing. Our youth is being taught 
that only a certain type of woman 
is beautiful.   

The realization manifested in 
a need to create a sort of ‘social 
ego death.’ The goal was (and 
remains) to live provocatively in 
a way antithetical of the conven-
tional. Strip away self as dictated 
by society until we are  forced to 
understand what truly makes us 
beautiful. And so came baggy 
button-ups etc. I did everything 

I could think of but cut my hair, 
which was  the exact criticism of 
my professor. “I commend where 
you’re coming from,” he said, “but 
do you think a trendy pixie cut 
is really outside the social con-
sensus?”  He was right. Even in 
the pine to rid myself of society’s 
conception of beauty, my identity 
had still conformed. It was at that 
point  I lopped off  my bangs in 
class and with a later purchase 
of a razor proceeded to shave my 
head. 

 I admit  in that moment I 
expected to see my mostly-na-
ked scalp and hate it. However,  
I found a woman, reborn. The 
wetness on our upper cheek was 
a  reflection of  joy in knowing that 
all labels are malleable as you 
are willing.  My tired hands had 
sunk into her flesh and present-
ed between us a heart beating in 
raw beauty. It was who I am, not  
a  tritely aspiring princess but a  
naked warrior. 

Let me be clear , I am not 
special. I am beautiful because I 
am human- you and I have that in 
common. 

raW
beauty

by Kat Salás
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MobiLe retaiL

www.denverfashiontruck.com

QuiCK faCtS:
̽�6HOOV�DFFHVVRULHV��DSSDUHO��DQG�DUW�WKDW�LV�ERWK�
locally made and vintage
̽�3ULFH�UDQJH����������IRU�RULJLQDO�FORWKLQJ�DQG�
DUWZRUN��YLQWDJH� �ͤQGV�IURP��������

Proud Denver-ites Desiree Gallegos and 
Adrian Barragan were pursuing their own 
dream when they accidentally spurred a retail 
revolution. 

In a time when retail space is costly, 
this husband-wife team took their boutique 
business idea on the road instead- thus creating 
Denver Fashion Truck. Inspired by the mobile 
retail scenes in Boston and San Francisco, the 
renovated plaid postal truck is stocked with the 
work of local artists and designers as well as 
WUHQG\�YLQWDJH� �ͤQGV��

Still in its infancy, the truck has begun to 
accumulate followers and attention since its 
debut in May 2013. As the brainchild of Gallegos 
and Barragan; the couple has connected with 
the growing population of startup mobile 
businesses, from other fashion trucks to a 
barber on wheels. This small but mighty group 
has found success in numbers, and rather 
than compete, they work together to attract 
customers. The trucks often join together to 
appear at events and festivals throughout 
Denver. 

Even the truck itself could not have been 

built without the help of graphic designers for 
the exterior and local mechanics and welders 
willing to contribute their services to create the 
interior. The owner’s histories in the industry 
have led to ample connections within the local 
Denver market, and there is never a shortage of 
SURGXFWV�WR� �ͤOO�WKH�WUXFN��

Barragan started creating public works of art 
in high school. It was there that he met Gallegos, 
and the two emerged very early into the Denver 
visual arts scene. Gallegos started her career in 
print journalism, holding jobs at Colorado papers 
such as the Denver Post and the now disbanded 
Rocky Mountain News. She taught herself to 
sew and became an independent designer. She 
eventually connected with Brandi Shigley and 
Fashion Denver, a business that helps Denver 
entrepreneurs break into the fashion industry. 
One of the truck’s best selling items are pillows 
handmade by Gallegos that feature Colorado 
proud images such as the Denver skyline or a 
variation on the state flag. The co-owners are 
both currently attending Metropolitan State 
University of Denver, exploring merchandising, 
marketing, business, and visual arts courses 
while still managing the truck and parenting two 

daughters.
Their oldest daughter, Jade Gallegos, is 

a second year student at CSU who has been 
watching her parents aspire to be entreprenuers 
for a long time. In her words, Denver Fashion 
Truck’s goal customer is “hipster in the sense 
of someone who has an appreciation for the 
unusual, an appreciation for art and creative 
people.”

Barragan was awarded the 2012-2013 
Entrepreneur of the year award from the 
Metropolitan State University of Denver Center 
of Innovation for the creation of  Denver Fashion 
Truck. It competed with many other business 
ideas as part of an “artreprenuership” course 
that pushed students to develop their own 
business plan.

The ultimate goal is to take the Denver 
Fashion Truck from coast to coast. “They 
want to share all of the talent and art that we 
have brewing in Colorado and in Denver,” Jade 
Gallegos said.

For now, inquiring shoppers can track down 
the truck by checking the daily location updates 
on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.

by Paige Beaufort
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the Denver

DeSiGn inCubator
by Nina Mascheroni

Located in Denver, Colorado, the Denver Design 
Incubator is helping to shape and grow the Colorado 
and Denver fashion scene, as hidden as it may seem. 
After interning at the Denver Design Incubator for the 
summer of 2013, I’ve gotten a glimpse into a growing, 
tight knit industry of fashion in the Denver area.

The Denver Design Incubator (DDI) is a resource 
center for local fashion designers, a collaborative 
effort run by volunteers; the DDI is bringing industry 
standards to the Denver design community. Tucked 
away on the north side of the football stadium 
at 20th and Clay, The DDI is powered by Ralph’s 
Industrial Sewing. From the outside, the DDI seems 
like any other building, but when you step through 
the doors, you know you’ve entered somewhere 
special. Garments hang on display from varnished 
branches hanging from the ceiling, the walls are lined 
with industrial machines, in the corner is a mirrored 
changing room and in the center is the cutting table. 
Most days when you walk in, you can see a few 
designers all at different stages of the design process. 

The designers you see at the DDI range from 
children’s wear to outer wear to high end ready to 
wear to sportswear. Holli Gibson has been with the 
DDI since the beginning, she is the designer/owner 
of LamanBlu, an ecofriendly children’s line, and Hang 

Ten Gold, a surf inspired children’s line.  Kristen 
LittleJohn-Lasker, a graduate from CSU’s Apparel and 
Design program, works on her line of silk and leather 
tanks and dresses, Imminent Rise. Kristen Glenn is the 
owner of Seamly.co, an active wear line. Just being 
at the Denver Design Incubator, you see how each 
designer has found a way to create the industry they 
desire in their hometown. 

The DDI is not only a workplace, but it is a place 
for learning. Each season, they feature a line of 
workshops taught by industry professionals, open 
to anyone. This fall, some of the featured classes 
were Sleeve Design and Setting with Jackie Scott, a 
costumer at the DCPA, and Branding and Marketing 
with Bree Thomas, an online marketing expert. Tricia 
Hoake works at the DDI helping people with product 
development. The DDI is a membership based 
community with different levels, but on Wednesdays 
from 12pm-4pm they have open sew where anyone 
can use the machines and space to do their projects. 

The Denver Design Incubator is creating a space 
for the Denver fashion design community to come 
together, collaborate and grow. Fashion is no longer 
limited to the Fashion Capitals of the World, The DDI is 
proving that designers can grow from anywhere if you 
have the passion. 

www.denverfashiontruck.com
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tartan, 
CoMbat
bootS, 
fiSHnetS 
oH My!

My increasingly unhealthy obsession with all things punk 
began back in May with the annual Met Costume Institute 
Gala. This year’s theme was inspired by the exhibit at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, Punk: Chaos to Couture (that 
closed in August). I was thunderstruck by all the punk 
inspired, edgy looks I saw on the red carpet from model 
Cara Delevingne and actress Lily Collins as well as the more 
glammed-up punk looks from Taylor Swift and Ashley Greene. 

While in New york City this past summer, I went to the Met 
to see for myself if the exhibit lived up to its hype and I could 
not have been more impressed. 

The exhibit takes you on a journey from the “chaos” days, 
ZKHUH�SXQN�ZDV�QR�PRUH�WKDQ�D�JORULͤHG�'�,�<�PRYHPHQW�
spearheaded by Vivienne Westwood, to the “couture” 
era, where high-end designers such as Dolce & Gabbana, 
Alexander McQueen and Givency used common punk 
elements in their work but with a much higher price tag.

The exhibit was broken down into four movements—
+DUGZDUH��%ULFRODJH��*UDͤWWL�	�$JLWSURS��DQG�'HVWUR\��(DFK�
gallery emphasized a particular movement, showcasing 
designer garments from the last decade that fell into each 
category. 

 Hardware refers to the use of studs, spikes, safety pins, 
chains, zippers or any other heavy metal element. The 
featured designers in this exhibit were Dolce & Gabbana, 
Versace, and Givency. The hardware elements were made to 
look artistic, rather than functional. A perfect example is a 
dress from Moschino’s fall/winter 2009 collection where it 
detailed safety pins as an embellishment to the garment. The 
whole purpose of hardware is to act as an embellishment, 
instead of function.

The term “bricolage” refers to creation of something from 

by Alexa Phillips 

blogs.nordstrom.com silkdamask.blogspot.com wornthrough.com
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a diverse range of things that happen to be readily available. 
The Bricolage gallery featured pieces made from trash bags, 
bottle caps, newspaper, bubble wrap, etc. An impressionable 
look was Alexander McQueen’s trash bag ball gown from 
his fall/winter 2009 collection. He took bubble wrap and 
trash bags and repurposed them, making them completely 
wearable.

�2XW�RI�DOO�WKH�PRYHPHQWV��'�,�<�*UDIͤWL�	�$JLWSURS�ZDV�WKH�
most do-it-yourself oriented. The movement is compared 
to the abstract expressionistic painting of Jackson Pollock 
with the idea that it is totally personalized and custom for 
the wearer. It gave an artistic, almost avant-garde feel to 
the garments. I found Dolce & Gabbana’s hand painted ball 
gowns from their spring/summer 2008 collection absolutely 
stunning. The entire body of the gown was hand painted with 
metallic paints giving a lighter feel to a look that we tend to 
see as really harsh.

The Destroy movement is basic deconstruction of 
clothing. This trend reoccurred in many of the fall/winter 2013 
collections. It ranged from as mild as distressed denim, to 
much more severe, where there was little to no fabric left. Out 
of all the galleries, this closely resembled the clothing that 
punk fashion was born from designers such as Rodarte, yves 
Saint Laurent, and Alexander McQueen who have used this 
technique over the years in their collections.

 Punk fashion resurfaced as a focal point in Fall 
fashion for this year. Elements from the grunge/punk era are 
FRPLQJ�EDFṈWDUWDQ��KDUGZDUH��OXJ�VROHV��DQG�ͤVKQHWV̱EXW�
this time, they are becoming modernized, often being paired 
with florals and lace, juxtaposing the two styles. For a trend 
being born from music, punk’s influence has spread to a 
fashion movement emphasizing expression, and above all, a 
way of life. 

celebuzz.com justjared.com asimplestatement.com
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Who doesn’t ever feel like there aren’t enough hours 
in the day to get everything done? Between school, 
homework, a job, and a semi-successful social life there 
never seems to be enough time to get everything you 
want done. So even the thought of throwing in another 
activity, exercise, seems out of the question. But that my 
friend is where you are wrong. Just because you don’t 
have one full hour to devote to working out doesn’t mean 
\RX�GRQ̵W�KDYH�WLPH�WR�JHW�ͤW��6WXGLHV�KDYH�VKRZQ�WKDW�
just putting in short, active bursts of exercise during the 
day will have the same, if not better, effect as working out 
for a complete hour. In the end it really comes down to 
the activities you are doing and how much you want it. 

ͤQGLQJ�WLPH�WR
exerCiSe 
 by Madalyne Staab

There are many options when it comes to working out, 
EXW�WKHUH�DUH�GHͤQLWHO\�D�IHZ�H[HUFLVHV�WKDW�DUH�VXSHULRU�
when it comes to quick but effective workouts. For 
example squats and lunges work your entire lower body, 
while adding a simple twist will work your abdominals. 
A great thing about squats and lunges are that you can 
literally do them anywhere. Another great exercise that’s 
easy are crunches (but make sure you are using your 
abs and not your back), toe-taps (these are great for the 
lower abs) and push-ups (which have been an exercise 
staple since elementary school). Other great options 
ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�VWD\LQJ�ͤW�ZKHQ�\RX�DUH�FUXQFKHG�IRU�
time is to go just for a walk, stand at your desk instead of 
sitting and take the stairs instead of the elevator. These 
TXLFN�H[HUFLVHV�DUH�ERWK�IXQ�DQG�HDV\�WR�ͤW�LQWR�HYHQ�WKH�
busiest schedule. So what is stopping you from getting 
the body you have always desired?! 

shape.com
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The Fashion Report has been made possible by 
Fashion Group International.

Fashion Group International is a global, non-profit, 
professional organization with 5000 members in

 the fashion industry including apparel, 
accessories, beauty and home.

 The FGI mission is to be the pre-eminent authority on the 
business of fashion and design and to help its members 
become more effective in their careers.  To do this, FGI 

provides insights on major trends in person, online and in 
print; access to business professionals and a gateway to 

the influence fashion plays in the marketplace.
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